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Can you believe it!!? It's February Already! 
We hope you've been out and enjoying this rather warm 

weather we're experiencing - or maybe you participated in this 

year's Mahi Aroha summer programme? 



  

 

  

 

  

The last minute pulling-together of a much paired back summer programme with 

the help of Taupo's DOC Community Ranger Nina Manning, turned out to be 

quite successful!  We are really happy with the number of participants this year - 

https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=158e94cf01&e=de7a553de4


 

especially for the Tauranga-Taupo Waterfalls walk led by local (passionate) 

conservationists Shirley Potter and Karen Ardin.  The trip quickly filled its 20 

places available and a wait-list has been created for those who've missed out! 

Numbers on the Te Matapuna Wetland walk were also impressive, as well as 

the numbers of people and their kites that turned up for Kite Day 1st January 

2019.  Support for these trips and events in way of 'koha' received were really 

generous. Thank you so much to the team of people who were involved in 

supporting or leading these trips - including other community groups such 

as Greening Taupo, Kids Greening Taupo, Predator Free Taupo, Tongariro 

National Trout Centre, Kids Bike Taupo and Taupo for Tomorrow. It really is a 

great way to advocate conservation and connection to our special environment 

and we hope you will join us again for next years programme.   

The last event on the Mahi Aroha Calendar was the Tussock Traverse Event 

held last Saturday 26th January.  Project Tongariro is the Charity partner for this 

event and this year was the biggest field ever entered with 900+ 

competitors!  We were very pleased with the fundraising BBQ - more than 

doubling our normal take! Jason Cameron and his team at Victory Events once 

again looked after PT exceedingly well and Kiri was presented with a cheque for 

$16,000 'and more' at the prize giving!   This money will go a long way to 

keeping the wee Project Tongariro machine ticking over!!! A huge thank you to 

the marshalling and BBQ teams who represented Project Tongariro beautifully. 

We really appreciate your time and energy given to PT to support us in this way. 

  

https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=bc683b8583&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=2e3661e481&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=7f1392ebdb&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=5fb4539b94&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=5fb4539b94&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=0965020f5a&e=de7a553de4
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=f7bd88906c&e=de7a553de4


 

  

  

 

  

 



 

Our next event on the marshalling calendar: 

The Ring of Fire 23rd March 2019 

  

 

Project Tongariro also provides volunteer marshalls for this event, stationed at 

four huts on the Mt Ruapehu circuit.  The role is providing drinks, basic first aid, 

river support if necessary at 4 tramping huts on the Mount Ruapehu 

circuit.  People will have radios and need to be on site Friday night and Saturday 

nights - with a contingency day of Sunday (if the event is delayed due to 

weather).  We are needing a further 4-5 more people with tramping backgrounds 

and first aid skills. We're after 1-2 people to assist Di & Roel Michels at the 

Mangaehuehu Hut and 3-4 people to be stationed at Mangaturuturu 

Hut.  Please reply email to Kiri if you are interested or would like further 

information. 

mailto:kiri@tongariro.org.nz?subject=ROF%20Marshalling
https://tongariro.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=576077ee08430d3260a9503c9&id=5f6087f8b7&e=de7a553de4


 

 

Annual Project Tongariro 'Thank You' BBQ 

Saturday 23rd February 2019 

 

 

  

Our annual 'get together and 'Thank you' BBQ is coming up at the end of this 

month!  Held at the Tongariro National Trout Centre, SH1, Turangi, come and 

join us 4pm on wards for a lovely evening - meet our current Executive Board 

team and hear from one of our founding members!  

 

Spot prizes, good company and a delicious dinner are assured! Reply email 

to RSVPby 18th February. 

 

 

'A morning with Whio' - Sunday 24th February 

Field Trip 

mailto:kiri@tongariro.org.nz?subject=Annual%20Thank%20you%20BBQ%20RSVP


  

 

Whio (NZ’s), native blue duck - is more rare than kiwi and can only be found on 

healthy, fast flowing rivers.  Tongariro National Trout centre (TNTC) is a type of 

‘boot camp’ for whio born in captivity. Whio come to this enclosure from all 

around the North Island.  They gain the skills necessary to deal with fast flowing 

water and looking after themselves before being released back into the wild - 

with the aim of boosting the whio population. 

 

Following our annual 'Thank you BBQ' on Saturday, come ‘behind the scenes’ 

and join Project Tongariro on Sunday morning with Exec Board member and 

key TNTC Whio Volunteer Sarah O’Sullivan.  The plan is to help clean the whio 

‘creche’ enclosures, feed the latest arrivals and learn a little more about the bird 

on our $10 note. 

 

The group will then travel up into the Kaimanawa forest park, where we hope to 

spot a few Whio families on the upper Tongariro River (via Kaimanawa 

Rd).  Lunch will be somewhere around the ‘Urchin Campsite’ before fare-welling 

people home. 

 

Please RSVP to Kiri by Friday 22nd February to book and receive final 

information.  Places are limited to 12 persons. 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Jed Prickett and Jess Peart - our 

Summer Biodiversity Interns! 

mailto:kiri@tongariro.org.nz?subject=Whio%20Field%20Trip%20RSVP%20


 

  

 

 

 

Project Tongariro's Biodiversity Internship is proudly made possible with the 

help of the Craters of the Moon Trust and the Department of Conservation. 

Kia ora, Jed here! 

As a biodiversity and ecology student from Victoria university of Wellington, 

conservation is my growing passion so, for Project Tongariro to provide the 

opportunity this summer to monitor the distribution of the nationally critical 

Australasian bittern/matuku, has been a special pleasure. 

The matuku is a large wetland bird within the heron family. Blended into the 

wetland foliage with cryptic plumage and a frozen pose the bittern is seldom 

seen, but often heard. Males emit a deep, booming call during the breeding 

season, to attract mates and maintain territories. A call which has been the 

focus of my summer. 



 

The bittern has recently been classified as nationally critical, a label given to 

species with greatest threat of extinction, now more than ever it is important for 

us to understand where the remaining populations of bittern are, identify key 

sites which the bittern rely on and minimize the threats the bittern face. 

With overwhelming support from Project Tongariro and DOC, Jess and I have 

spent the last 3 months setting up audio recorders around various wetlands 

sites in the south Taupo region to record the male matuku’s booming calls. With 

an idea of where the matuku is present we can then work on recovering, 

maintaining and enhancing those wetland habitats to ensure the matuku here 

are not lost and the joy of watching them stalk fish, is preserved.   

Alongside our projects, there has been no shortage of things to do. Project 

Tongariro and DOC have kept Jess and I busy marshalling running events, 

checking the health of and releasing whio, setting trap lines, monitoring 

mistletoe, weed control, advocating conservation and much more. In that time, 

I’ve been taught invaluable skills, witnessed our spectacular ecology and met 

truly incredible people. This summer in Turangi has been a sweet dream I am 

very fortunate to have lived. 

As our internships close in on the end Jess and I have one last push to finish 

our reports before being drawn back into the city to finish our degrees. After that 

I’ll no doubt seek the work I’ve had a taste for here, working to conserve the 

natural beauty New Zealand hosts to preserve the pleasures it brings. 

Hey! My name is Jess. 

I’m currently studying Biological and Marine Sciences at the University of 

Auckland, so moving down to Turangi for the summer has been an incredible 

breath of fresh air. As much as I love studying, working so closely with nature 

and being immersed in fieldwork has taught me things I could have never learnt 

while sitting in a lecture theatre. 

My project is focused on understanding the distribution of short-tailed bats in the 

Kaimanawa Forest Park. Short-tailed bats are currently labelled as Nationally 

Vulnerable, as just like our native birds they are being heavily preyed upon by 

introduced pests and much of their forest habitat has been destroyed. Getting 

an idea of where they’re flying and especially where they are roosting is key to 

helping us put in place pest control to help protect the population. During the 

survey, I have also found plenty of the Nationally Critical long-tailed bats in the 

area, making it an even more significant spot to protect. As New Zealand’s only 



 

native terrestrial mammals, it’s been an absolute honour be able to contribute to 

the knowledge base surrounding these special animals. 

Alongside the hours of bush bashing putting out bat recorders, Jed and I have 

been lucky enough to work on multiple projects with both PT volunteers and 

DOC workers. From setting trap lines to helicopter rides pulling wilding pines, 

mistletoe monitoring to helping cut up 30kg of onions at the Tussock Traverse, 

this summer has simply been one adventure after another. We’ve met so many 

inspiring people doing incredible things for the environment. I’ve always been 

fascinated by ecology, but this internship and the people I’ve met have made me 

certain that this is what I want to dedicate my career to. 

Thank you, Project Tongariro, for giving me the best summer of my life and 

making me fall in love with ecology in an entirely new way. 

 

 

Event helpers needed for 'Whio Family Day' 

Saturday 9th March 

 

This annual event hosted by Taupo for Tomorrow is an activity day held at 

Tongairro National Trout Centre.  Project Tongariro is manning the BBQ and I'm 

after '3-4 chefs' - can you spare 3-4 hours on that Saturday?  Please let me 

know if you can or would like more information here. 

 

 

'Weeding Experts' needed for hosting a school 

group - 12th - 14th March 

 

Project Tongariro hosts many school groups for conservation experiences at our 

major restoration sites.  In March we are hosting a large group at our Te 

Matapuna Wetland restoration sites over 3 days and would like some friendly 

'experts' to help us host!  Please contact Kiri here if you can help. 

 

mailto:kiri@tongariro.org.nz?subject=Whio%20Family%20Day%20Helper
mailto:kiri@tongariro.org.nz?subject=Wetland%20Hosting%20help


  

 

 

 

Tongariro Journal 
 

Check out the Tongariro Journals Library 

 

1999 to 2017 Journals online now 

 

Click here to read 
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For further information: 

Kiri Te Wano 

Project Tongariro Coordinator 

PO Box 238, Turangi 3353 

e: info@tongariro.org.nz 

w: www.tongariro.org.nz 

p: +64 7 386 6499 

 

Learn More  
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